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STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 

October 7, 2021 

 

The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, October 7, 2021, was called to 

order at 3:01 PM by Anita Dodd in the Activities Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Sue Henderson, Richard Chichester, James Tully and Anita Dodd 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jane Conner 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Eva Campbell, Vicki Sowers 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Ms. Dodd called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Sowers to call roll.  

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  

 

Ms. Sowers called roll. Ms. Dodd stated there was a quorum present.  

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Section 106 Ferry Farm 

 

Ms. Dodd stated that she had no comments and that the work being done at Ferry Farm was amazing.  

 

Ms. Henderson agreed.  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

2. Preservation Planner 

 

Ms. Campbell stated the letter that the Historical Commission had drafted requesting the Preservation 

Planner position was ready to be sent to the Board.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked how they should address the supportive information given to the Commission by the 

Economic Development and Parks and Recreation departments.  

 

The commission decided to add a bullet point referencing the support the position would provide to all three 

departments (Planning, Parks, and Economic Development). 

 

Ms. Henderson made a motion to correct add that bullet point and authorize sending the letter to the Board of 

Supervisors.  

 

Mr. Tully seconded the motion.  

 

The motion passed 4-0. 

 

 



Historical Commission Minutes 

October 7, 2021 

 

Page 2 of 3 

3. Emergency Action Plans for Cultural Resources 

 

Ms. Dodd stated the Department of Interior had released new publications of how to deal with disasters. She 

stated the plan that dealt with flooding suggested raising up buildings on stilts, and that she thought that it 

would be a great solution for the flooding at Shelton Cottage.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated her frustration with so many resources being available and no one seeming to pay 

attention to them.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated that 75% of the county only lives there for a couple of years so it’s hard to get people 

invested in any kind of grassroots organization to fight for preservation. She stated it would be helpful for the 

Commission to get the Historical Society involved because they’re a much larger organization.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated if the County had a preservation planner they could spearhead all these efforts.  

 

The Commission discussed using students in Historic Preservation at Mary Washington as a potential 

resource.  

                                                                                                                                                 

4. Civil War Report 

 

Ms. Campbell stated she had received the USB with the draft report from Mr. Mink and that it was saved in 

the Planning department’s database. She stated he would be sending her monthly updates to the report and 

that she would share those with the Commission.  

 

5. Preservation Awards 

 

Ms. Henderson made a motion to include the years 2019, 2020, and 2021 in this years Historic Preservation 

awards.  

 

Mr. Tully seconded the motion.  

 

The motion passed 4-0. 

 

ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Dodd stated the Commission was asked to help create commemorative signage regarding the cultural 

resources they found through the Phase I report for the Stafford Nursing Home site.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated they could send along any suggestions they had via email, they didn’t need to wait until 

the next meeting. She stated that the project was a rezoning and the developer had included this signage as a 

proffer.  

 

Mr. Tully agreed to take the lead on signage recommendations.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she had contacted a few people trying to schedule a site visit to Oakenwold and hadn’t 

heard back from them. She stated she was getting worried because she wanted to visit the site before the 

public hearing for it on October 19, 2021.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated she would make sure she got a site visit before then.  



Historical Commission Minutes 

October 7, 2021 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 

The Commission discussed their vacant positions, the Aquia and Hartwood districts.  

 

Mr. Tully suggested that in January they request that the Board appoint new people to those positions.  

 

Ms. Dodd requested a list of the artifacts that were discovered at the Lake Mooney slave quarters.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated she would get that from the Parks and Recreation department.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked if Ms. Campbell was ever able to find information about the two buildings that were 

demoed near the court house. 

 

Ms. Campbell stated she was not.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked about the status of the digital Falmouth Walking Tour.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated that since the lobby was rearranged they don’t have the capacity to play it on the tvs 

anymore.  

 

The Commission requested Ms. Campbell find the link for the tour and send it to them.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated she had an update regarding the Counting House. She stated the Memorandum of 

Understanding listed March 2022 as the deadline for the project to be completed. She stated if it could not be 

completed by then the owner had to ask the Board of Supervisors for an extension.  

 

The Commission decided to draft a letter to the Chairman of the Planning Commission regarding the absence 

of Stafford’s cultural resources in the Comprehensive Plan Update.  

 

REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

September 2, 2021 

 

Ms. Henderson made a motion to approve the minutes from September 2, 2021.  

 

Mr. Tully seconded the motion.  

 

The motion passed 4-0. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business to discuss, Ms. Dodd adjourned the meeting at 4:02 p.m.  

 

 

 

 


